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“They thought I would be 
injured seriously or killed,” 
he said.

Still, Neeley set off to Fort 
Polk in Louisiana for four 
months of basic training, then 
spent another four months in 
advanced individual training 
with weapons and tactics.

Soon after, he headed to 
Vietnam.

“I flew into country in 
Cam Ranh and got my as-
signment,” he said. “I was 
supposed to go to a four-day 
orientation school, but I went 
the first day and then they 
brought us back to the com-
pany headquarters and told us 
the company had been am-
bushed and we needed to go 
out to the field right away.”

During the first fire fight, 
Neeley said many from his 
company were wounded or 
killed.

“It wasn’t really an easy 
way to start a tour of duty,” 
he said. “I don’t really re-
member much about the next 
few days, but we did a little 
patrolling and then they 
pulled us back and had us do 
bridge duty which essen-
tially was just guarding 
bridges.”

Neeley remembers living 
mostly out in the field during 
that time.

“We slept on the ground 
and made our hooches out of 
shelter halves” he said. 

He spent about a year in 
Vietnam before, as his family 
had feared, he was injured 
not once, but twice.

“The second time I was 
wounded I was medevaced 
out to Japan and then Brooke 
Army [Medical Center in San 
Antonio],” he said. “Some-
body had set off a booby trap 
and it was pretty close to me 

and I got some shrapnel on 
me. The wound itself wasn’t 
too serious, but my arm was 
paralyzed for awhile. It took 
several years before I was 
able to gain full use of it.” 

When Neeley thinks back 
to his time in Vietnam, he re-
members the brave men who 
exemplified the definition of 
courage.

“We were all kind of 
scared to death at the time,” 
he said. “But the thing that I 
was impressed with most  — 
and still am — no matter how 
frightened people were, or 
how hard the tasks we had to 
do, people just went ahead 
and did it.”

After he was discharged 
from the military, Neeley said 
he always wondered what 
happened to the people in 
Vietnam.

“We had some degree of 
guilt, sort of an abandon-
ment,” he said. 

In 2012, Neeley married 
Sandra, through their mutual 
involvement with the Terry’s 
Texas Rangers, reenactors of 
the Civil War.

“Over the years we found 
out about a reunion of the 1st 
Cavalry Division and then 
found out about a reunion for 
the company I was in,” he 
said. “Several people had the 
idea of getting together and 
going on a trip to Vietnam.”

Sandra Neeley thought it 
would be great for her hus-
band to revisit the country.

“They wanted to custom-
ize their trip to try to go to 
places the men had actually 
been,” she said.

Plans were made and a 
group of 18 soldiers and their 
spouses took the 17-hour 
flight to Vietnam and stay 
from April 8-22.

From the beginning of the 
trip,” Sandra Neeley said she 
could see a spark begin to ig-
nite in her husband.

“There was one man who 

was there the same time 
James was, but they had been 
in different platoons,” she 
said. “On the plane, they 
helped each other remember 
things because they had the 
same experiences, even 
though they didn’t personally 
know each other then.”

James Neeley said speak-
ing with the Vietnamese 
when he got there, brought a 
sigh of relief. 

“They were pretty happy 
with the way things were go-
ing [back then] even though 
we didn’t accomplish what 
we thought we were doing 
when we were there,” he said. 
“They were still grateful to us 
for being there and showing 
them how things can be. They 
attributed a lot of the success 
they are having now to what 
they learned from Americans 
while we were there.”

During their visit, James 
Neeley was able to visit sev-
eral places where he served.

In one field, the group 
stopped to hold a small cere-
mony.

“We would have a beer 
and pour it out around the 
flowers [placed on the 
ground],” he said. “Then we 
would salute.”

 James Neeley also found 
the bridge where he had 
guard duty, a river near a 
field he remembered and a 
bell tower where he stood 
night duty.

The couple also got to 
visit Vietnamese restaurants, 
statues, landmarks and much 
more.

“James thought so good 
about how well they have 
done,” Sandra Neeley said. 

Robert McMinn, of Ter-
ry’s Texas Rangers, sat down 
with James Neeley after his 
trip.

“We talked for a long time 
and he told me all about his 
trip,” McMinn said. “I think 
it is healing to go back and 
see the country completely 
transformed. The people were 
real nice to him and treated 
him like royalty. He said it 
seemed like a dream and 
asked if it really happened.”

While there our host, Pat-
rick, cast a vision to have a 
center where they could have 
different events that would 
transform his community. He 
wanted to host educational 
trainings to teach his village 
how to make soap or how to 
work on small engines, not 
only to help themselves, but 
to generate an income for 
themselves. 

He wanted to host pastors’ 
conferences and concerts and 
even comedians because the 
joy needs to return to the re-
gion after it had been devas-
tated by war for so long. He 

dreams of soccer fields and 
playgrounds for the kids to 
play and a coop for farmers 
where they can rent tools and 
implements. 

Additionally, he wants to 
have a library and an internet 
cafe where his people can 
learn anything they want.

This year, our second 
year, we will lead a team of 
12 missionaries to this area 
of Uganda, East Africa. It is 
amazing how God brings 
people together around a sin-
gle idea and causes it to pro-
duce fruit. 

Each of the people going, 
from ages 17 to 56, has a 
passion in their heart to chase 
God and demonstrate him to 
a humble people that feel for-
gotten. They chose to answer 

the call to love these folks 
and show them that God has 
not forsaken them, but in-
stead he thinks about them 
all the time — enough to 
send a band of crazy Ameri-
cans to not just tell them, but 
to show them.

While returning to Africa 
is not yet out of my comfort 
zone, nor is leading a group 
of people, I will say that try-
ing to get 12 missionaries ev-
erything they need to go has 
stretched me a little. 

Unlike a group of kids in 
a classroom who realize they 
are supposed to listen and 
follow directions, missionar-
ies are not so much like that. 
Everyone has a life and is 
busy and stuff gets done 
when it can — that’s been 

tough. However, God is 
faithful, and in less than 20 
days, 12 Texans will be 
learning that their comfort 
zone just isn’t that big when 

you trust God.

Rina Ramos is an educator, 
writer, motivational speaker, 
evangelist, wife and mother 

called to serve Johnson 
County. Send inquiries or 
comments to realwithrina@
gmail.com. You can visit her 

blog at ramoslegacy.blogspot.
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copy of each title on the list. 
Additional copies are 

available in audio and e-book 
downloads their website. An 
area showcasing the titles in-
cluding the list, voting ballots 
and voting box. 

“We want our patrons to 
vote and decide what the 
most popular titles are in our 
community,” Library Man-

ager Tina Dunham said.
Drawings will be held 

weekly for participants, as 
well as prizes for those who 
attend the monthly programs. 

Other library program-
ming will coincide with the 
Great American Read. 

On June 7, the Friends of 
the Library will host mystery 
and true crime author Kath-
ryn Casey, who will discuss 
her latest book “In Plain 
Sight” detailing the Kaufman 
County prosecutor murders. 

Tickets are $10 and $15. 

On July 12, the library 
will host a panel discussion 
of the theme “Who Am I” 
This is one of the five 
themes of the Great Ameri-
can Read. 

Books centered around 
this theme will be discussed 
by Local Cleburne residents. 

For more information, 
visit www.cleburne.net, find 
the library’s Facebook page 
or call 817-645-0934.
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Courtesy photos
James Neeley was drafted to the U.S. Army in 1967 and served in Vietnam during the war. Neeley was wounded in com-
bat twice while he was there. Below: Neeley, right, and a friend visit a bell tower in Vietnam where he stood night watch 
while serving in the U.S. Army.
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Celebrate. Remember. Fight Back.

New venue & New program
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Complete Bridal 
and Baby Registry

One of the four homes on tour for the Kitchen Karavan 
King's Daughters third annual fund raiser.  Homes on 
the tour were Ellen Blair’s, Deanna King’s, Lindsey 
Shanklin and Judy Wilbanks. �ank you to everyone 
who attended and enjoyed our In His Name Circle 
King’s Daughters fund raiser this year!   It was a huge 
success! All funds raised go back into the community. 
Watch for ticket sales next year for the fourth annual 
King’s Daughters Kitchen Karavan.
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