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Rina Ramos
Reality check

For the last 13 or so years, 
my family has taken mission 
trips as part of our regular 
practice. We started by going 
to Mexico every year with a 
church that does an amazing 
Christmas outreach. This was 
a great experience for all of 
us, but as far as mission work 
goes, I expected it to be dif-
ferent. I had a grandmother 
that lived in Mexico and was 
poor, and these trips just felt 
like I was going home to see 
family.

I prayed and asked God to 
take me out of my comfort 
zone and then the opportu-
nity to go to Uganda arose. It 
seems like the iconic mission 
trip is always somewhere in 
Africa, but I thought there 
must be something to that! 
The trip was expensive, so 
we elected that I would be 
the sole family member to go 
on this trip.

When I got there, I was in 
shock at the way of life. A 
family of five rides on the 
same motorcycle, at the same 
time, people carry several 
goats at a time on bicycles 
and people mop the floor 
with a rag while bending at 
the waist. Strange indeed!

However, as I began to 
minister to the people, I 
didn’t feel like it was that dif-
ferent a world. People have 
the same issues: sickness, di-
vorce, desire for their chil-
dren to act right. People are 
people. 

I decided that maybe my 
comfort zone was bigger than 
I thought, so I asked God to 
give me an opportunity to 
minister wherever he wanted 
me. Soon, a friend put me in 
contact with another friend 
and the family and I were off 
to Colombia.

They speak Spanish there 
so it was easy for me to min-
ister there. The things that 
shocked me there were that 
public schools were happy to 
welcome us in to use the 
bathroom, and since we were 
there they allowed us to tell 
the kids about Jesus and pray 
with them. They were also 
happy to feed us. Another 
thing about Colombia was 
that they are not fearful of 
strangers; even though we 
visited the poor, everyone in-
vited us into their homes and 
fed us. It is a beautiful coun-
try and we have made it a 
part of our regular ministry 
cycle.

Last year, my husband 
and I took an exploratory trip 
to Uganda, East Africa. We 
went to the northern region 
which has been untouched by 
missionaries for at least the 
last two decades because of 
rebellion unrest and wars. It 
was the most incredible 
place. People live in mud 
huts and farm with a hand-
made hoe. God moved in-
credibly though and we made 
a five-year commitment to 
return until our project is 
complete.
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The Great American Read, 
hosted by Meredith Vieira, is a 
multi-platform event to launch 
a national discussion about 
what Americans love to read 
and why, encouraging Ameri-
cans of all ages to vote from a 
list of 100 books and advocate 
for their favorites.  

Anchored by an eight-part 
television series featuring testi-
monials from notable figures, 
as well as every day people 
and paired with a digital and 
social presence, this initiative 
will reach into communities 
around the country, with the 
goal to ignite new ways of dis-
cussing and engaging with 
some of the greatest and most 
popular works of fiction.

The initiative will culmi-
nate in the first-ever national 

vote to choose “America’s 
Best-Loved Book.” The series 
is produced by Nutopia. It in-
vestigates how and why writ-
ers create their fictional 
worlds, how we as readers are 
affected by these stories, and 
what these 100 different books 
have to say about our diverse 
nation and our shared human 
experience.  

The Cleburne Public Li-
brary will host a live viewing 
watch party of the series at 7 
p.m. Tuesday. Food and drinks 
will be provided. The series is 
the centerpiece of an ambitious 
multi-platform digital, educa-
tional and community outreach 
campaign, designed to get the 
country reading and passion-
ately talking about books. The 
library has at least one print 

Library to host Great American Read on Tuesday

Courtesy photo
Cleburne Public Library staff member Amy Palomares, left, and Library Manager 
Tina Dunham display a poster advertising the Great American Read.

By Jessica Pounds
features@trcle.com

James Neeley of Grandview was a student at 
Rice University in Houston when he was drafted 
into the U.S. Army in 1967.

He knew he’d be headed to Vietnam.
“I pretty well knew as soon as they drafted 

me, because of the situation we were in, that I 
was going there,” he said. “It wasn’t something I 
would volunteer for, but it wasn’t something I 
wasn’t particularly reluctant to do. I was ner-
vous; you can’t help but be a little frightened 
with the idea of going to war.”

The Vietnam War lasted from 1957-75 and 
was a conflict that pitted the communist govern-
ment of North Vietnam and its allies in South 

Vietnam, known as the Viet Cong, against the 
government of South Vietnam and its principal 
ally, the United States.

The human costs of the long conflict were 
harsh for all involved. Not until 1995 did Viet-
nam release its official estimate of war dead: as 
many as 2 million civilians on both sides and 
some 1.1 million North Vietnamese and Viet 
Cong fighters. The U.S. military has estimated 
that between 200,000 and 250,000 South Viet-
namese soldiers died in the war, according to the 
Encyclopedia Britannica.

Neeley said his family thought he should 
have stayed in college, which was an option for 
those who were drafted.
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50 years later

Courtesy photo
James Neeley, right, and his wife, Sandra, of Grandview hold a photo of an Air America helicopter crew member help-
ing evacuees up a ladder on the roof of 18 Gia Long St. in Vietnam on April 29, 1975. The couple traveled to Vietnam in 
April to visit places where James Neeley served during the war.
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